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DALTAIR WAS COLONISED IN 2384 BY EARTH SETTLERS. 
INCORPORATED INTO THE EARTH FEDERATION SOME FIFTY 
YEARS LATER, IT ENJOYED A BRIEF PERIOD OF GREAT 
PROSPERITY. POSITIONED AS IT WAS IN THE VAST GALACTIC 
SEA OF TRANQUILITY, THE HUGE TRANS-COSMIC LINERS 
STOPPED TO REFUEL ON THEIR COLOSSAL JOURNEYS ACROSS 
THE HEAVENS. BUT WITH THE ADVENT OF INFLIGHT REFUELLING, 
DALTAIR BEGAME A BACKWATER, AN UNIMPORTANT ISLAND IN 
AN OCEAN OF NOTHINGNESS. UNIMPORTANT, THAT WAS, UNTIL 
THE DISCOVERY OF— 








FAR ABOVE DAL IR, AN EARTH SPACELINER DOCKED AT THE MOORING TERMINAL 


4 
А SOLITARY PASSENGER ALIGHTED FROM THE GREAT LINER — 





YEARS AT AN OFFWORLD UNIVERSITY, ITS 
GOOD TO BE BACK. | = 
| 




















NOW THE SPACE ELEVATOR AWAITS US. YOU'LL 
BE ANXIOUS TO SEE HOW THINGS HAVE 
CHANGED DOWN BELOW IN YOUR ABSENCE 


I'VE ALREADY NOTICED O^ 
HANGE - - ALL THESE GUARDS 


IT WAS EASIER TO BUILD ል DOCKING PORT IN ЈИ 
SPACE WITH GRAVLIFTS THAN TO CONSTRUCT 
THE COMPLICATED GRAVTUNNELS REQUIRED FOR 
SPACE CRAFT. SUCH SECURITY 15 ESSENTIAL, MY 
PRINCE, THERE ARE CERTAIN REBEL FORCES WHO 



































WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABQUT? 
> WHO ARE THESE ENEMIES? 


HAVE NO FEAR, MY PRINCE, EVERY | 

PRECAUTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO 

ENSURE YOUR SAFETY. YOU SHALL 

LEARN ALL WHEN WE REACH THE 
KING'S PALACE. 








WHAT'S HAPPENING? 


WE'RE SLOWING DOWN. 











ANY 


ELEVATOR 
სრ. ONLY BET 
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BEFORE THIS 
15 SWARMING WITH SECURITY 






































AIR IS RUSHING OUT INTO SPACE. G-GOT TO 
STRAP MYSELF DOWN BEFORE УМ SWEPT OUT 
WITH ІТ. 














BY THE TIME THE AUTOMATIC PRESSURE COMPENSATORS HAD CUT IN, THE TWO PASSENGERS 
WERE UNCONSCIOUS — * г т 


PRINCE ARAN IS THE ONE WE WANT. 

GIVE THE OTHER AN OXYGEN MASK . . 
HE'LL BE SAFE ENOUGH UNTILA 

MAINTENANCE CREW CAN GET HERE. 



































INTO THE PRESSURE POD WITH HIM 
:: THEN LET'S GET OUT OF HERE. 


> 





WITH PRINCE АВАМ THEIR CAPTIVE, THE 
REBELS LEFT DALTAIR SPACE FAR BEHIND. 
SOME TIME LATER . . 


PURSUIT SCOPES REPORT 
NEGATIVE. PREPARING TO 
NEGOTIATE ADANA VI'S RING 
SYSTEM, 





UNTOLD MILLIONS OF ORBITING MOONLETS MADE UP THE RINGS OF ADANA VI. TO 
NAVIGATE AMONG THEM WAS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT ል MAGNO-GUIDANCE TRAIL 


APPROACHING ТВАЦ 5 END. 
ምም DOCKING PROCEDURE UNDERWAY. 






























































TAKE YOUR HANDS OFF ME! | DEMAND Es 
TO KNOW WHAT THIS 15 ALL ABOUT! 


YOU WILL KNOW 
SOON ENOUGH. 












COLONEL CHARNE! WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING HERE? 
IT ISN'T COLONEL ANYMORE, MY BOY... 





\ 
4 ל‎ 
= \ JUST CHARNE. THE IMPERIAL ARMY WAS 
SS N d DISBANDED SOME TIME AGO. 




















М NO TRAITOR! УМ SORRY TO BE THE ONE TO 
TELL YOU THIS, BUT YOUR FATHER IS DEAD. 
YOU'LL FIND THAT A LOT OF YOUR OLD 
FRIENDS ARE BRANDED AS REBELS. WE PREFER 
THIS EXISTENCE — HARSH AS ITIS — TO THAT 
Е LIVING UNDER THE NEW KING'S TYRANNICAL 











RULE 





















































IDO NOT 
BEUEVE YOU! 





YOUR FATHER WAS KILLED IN A REVOLT 
SOME SIX MONTHS AGO. ALL 
COMMUNICATIONS ARE CONTROLLED. WE 
COULD NOT CONTACT YOU. THE NEW 
LEADER IS YOUR FATHER'S COUSIN, 
МЕАКНАМ. 









































CHARNE! WE HAVE AN EMERGENCY! 
ENEMY WARFLEET HEADING THIS WAY! 














OF RINGS. THAT'S WHY WE CHOSE THIS PLACE 
FOR OUR BASE 


BUT THIS IS NOT A RANDOM SEARCH. 
THEY SEEM TO KNOW WHERE WE ARE 
AND THEY'RE HEADING STRAIGHT FOR 














[ONLY ONE DECISION COULD BE MADE — 








PRINCE ARAN WAS ABOARD ONE OF THE FLEEING SHIPS. HE WAS STILL DAZED AND Doug 
|CONFUSED FROM THE SUDDEN RUSH OF EVENTS. 


> SCATTER AND RE-GROUP ACCORDING 
TO EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE 








THE OUTLAWS PLUNGED INTO THE | 
PER 





[THE HUGE DALTAIR CRAFT FOLLOWED IN CLOSE PURSUIT. 
































ELECTRONIC 5ЕМ5ОВ5 ARE HAMPERED 
BY THE PLANET'S STRONG MAGNETIC 


VISIBLE SCANNING IS IMPOSSIBLE IN P 
THIS THICK ATMOSPHERE . . . AND 
IK FIELD. THOSE PURSUIT SHIPS HAVEN'T 


=> WH-WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? № 
Kaes 


WE'VE BEEN SNARED BY A TRACTOR 
და BEAM! BUT HOW COULD THEY HAVE 
POSSIBLY LOCKED ОМТО US IN THESE 

2 
































WE HAVE RECOVERED 
PRINCE ARAN SAFELY. 


- o 

BUT WE HAVE FAILED IN OUR MISSION 
TO WIPE OUT THE OUTLAWS. WE SHALL 
PAY DEARLY FOR THEIR ESCAPE WHEN 


WE ARRIVE BACK ОМ DALTAIR. 


14 SEE IT, BUT I DON'T BELIEVE IT! WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED DOWN THERE? 


JUST OVER SIX MONTHS AGO A STRANGE 
МЕТЕОВ OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN FELL FROM THE 
SKY AND BROUGHT TOTAL DESTRUCTION TO QUR 











Ма 3 
THE STARSTONE IS NO ORDINAR' 


METEORITE — AS YOU ARE ABOUT ТО 
CC LEARN FOR YOURSELF ; 



































К > 2. 
М wir = A 
THE SHIP HEADED FOR A DOCKING ZONE NEXT TO A CRUMBLING CASTLE 














INDEED FORTUNATE THAT | НА 
Y PRIME MINISTER PLACE А HOMING 





ARAN AND THE PILOT WERE TAKEN BEFORE THE К 1 EASED TO SEE THAT Y 
8 UNHARMED. PRINCE ARAN IT 
2 \ 








SO THAT'S HOW YOU FOUNI 
US SO EASILY. YOU USED YOUR 
OWN KIN AS BAIT TO TRACK 
























































PARDON ME FOR LY > NOTHING TO 
AWAKENING YOU, SIR. ei 3 EAT, THANKS. 



















































































BEING UNDER CONTROL, АВАМ 
WAS PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE - Ë 
CASTLE. HE IMMEDIATELY WENT TO 
VISIT HIS OLD TUTOR, PROFESSOR 
DULAN. = 









































TEOR STORM A 
YEAR AGO. AFTER SIX MONTHS THE 
STARSTONE, AS THE METEORITE CAME TO 
BE KNOWN, IMPACTED AND GAVE OUT A 
SHOCK WAVE OF UNIMAGINABLE ENERGY. 
A CITY WAS DESTROYED, BUT THE STARSTONE (+ 
WE ITSELF WAS UNDAMAGED. 522 





























I DEVISED А SCEPTRE, WHICH IN FACT IS 

А LASER TRACK, THROUGH WHICH THE 

ENERGY COULD BE DIRECTED. IF ONLY I 
KNEW THEN WHAT I KNOW NOW! 

















M ABOUT ТО MOBILISE OUR 
DEFENCE SQUADRONS. зүй 


KHAN NEVER INTENDED TO USE 
THE STARSTONE TO BENEFIT HIS 
PEOPLE... ONLY TO FULFIL <£ 
HIS OWN MAD DREAMS FOR 
POWER! HE MURDERED YOUR ДД 
FATHER AND TURNED OVER ALL 
PRODUCTION TO ARMAMENTS. 
LOYAL MEN, LIKE CHARNE, FLED 
TO THE ASTEROID BELT. MM 
22 








175 ABOUT TIME MY SUBJECTS 
LEARNED THE FULL POWER OF THE 
ST 








FOR THE NOW HOMELESS OUTLAWS, IT WAS A DESPERATE ОО-О 
DESTROY THEIR RUTHLESS MONARCH. 











|DALTAIRIAN ORBITAL DEFENCES 
{RESPONDED AUTOMATICALLY ሐ 


WE'RE THROUGH THE OUTER 
DEFENCES. BUT I DON'T LIKE IT 
. . . WHY HAVEN'T THE AIR-STRIKE 








С BETWEEN US AND 
WE WILL NOT 




















[WITHIN SECONDS THE BATTLE WAS OVER 


SO SHALL PERISH ALL 
THOSE WHO DEFY ME! 


И HE'S WIPED OUT THE WHOLE 
REBEL FORCE — ALL BY HIMSELF! 





WITH POWER LIKE THAT AT HIS DISPOSAL, 
ZA KHAN'S DREAM OF GALACTIC CONQUEST COULD 
JOON BECOME REALITY! b. | 

















WE MUST DO SOMETHING! 


KHAN WILL СОМЕ HERE SOON. . . HE ALWAYS 
DOES ONCE HE HAS USED THE STARSTONE 

i 

| 





THIS IS INCREDIBLE , . 

TREMENDOUS RELEASE OF POWER, THE 
STARSTONE'S ENERGY LEVEL IS UNCHANGED. 
WHATEVER FORCE POWERS THE STONE 15 
TOTALLY BEYOND SCIENTIFIC 

UNDERSTANDING 


WHAT ОО | CARE ABOUT SCIENCE? WITH THIS 


STONE I WILL BE INVINCIBLE! THE GALAXY 
IS NOW MINE FOR THE TAKING! 























MÍ 





₪ 


do ሪያ 
s же 7 
PRE A 


КІШ НІМ... GET THE 
STARSTONE BACK! 


Le 


























ARAN FITTED THE STARSTONE INTO THE CRYSTAL DRI 


+ "Se 


VE UNIT 
₪ Å 











AND MOMENTS LATER THE AWESOME POWER OF THE STARSTONE PROJECTED 
THE SMALL CRAFT INTO THE DALTAIRIAN SKY. 


THIS VELOCITY IS UNBELIEVABLE 
I'VE ALREADY LEFT THE DALTAIRIAN A 
SYSTEM WAY BEHIND, BUT THE SHIP 
IS SHAKING ITSELF АРАВТ UNDER THE 
STRAIN. IM GOING TO HAVE TO CUT 








ALL I CAN DO NOW IS PUT OUT ል 
MAYDAY AND HOPE THERE IS 
SOMEONE IN THE VICINITY TO 

RECEIVE IT. Ja 

















E AS ARAN LEFT HIS SHIP 
YOUR MAYDAY TOOK ME PARSECS 


OFF ROUTE... IF I MISS MY 
DEADLINE, YOU'LL PAY! 





I WAS MAKING GOOD T 
BONUS FO! IG EARLY, THEN YOUR 
MAYDAY SOUNDED. IF THIS VESSEL 
WASN'T FULLY AUTOMATED, I WOULD 
HAVE OVER-RIDDEN THE MAYDAY 
RESPONSE 



































SOME POWER 


TH 
‘CRYSTAL, BOY... 





ААВОН...1ЕТСО...! 
‘SURRENDER. I-I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT CAME OVER ME. IF MY 

EMPLOYERS EVER GOT TO HEAR OF 
THIS I WOULD LOSE MY JOB. 


w 
წო 











ШЕ ШИ 
THAT WILL BE MARKHETT. WE SHOULD | 








li MARKHETT WAS AN ARTIFICIAL WORLD IN THE HEART OF THE GALAXY DENSELY 
| POPULATED CENTRAL REGION. IT WAS A PLACE OF TRADE AND COMMERCE FO 
MANY VARIED RACES THAT ИМ 











CHED DOWN. 7777 
Wu 


HIM UNDER OBSERVATION WHILE I 
GO AND LOOK UP SOME OLD 
FRIENDS. I'M NOT LETTING HIM 
WALK AWAY JUST LIKE THAT! 














АВАМ SEARCHED FOR A PILOT WILLING TO TA 
хий» > % 


YOU'VE NO CREDITS, NOTHING ТО TRADE Y 
HAT DO YOU THINK [ለላ g 
А CHARITY SERVICE? 














Å 
T'VE GOT TO GET AWAY FROM HERE AND 
TAKE d STARSTONE SOMEPLACE WHERE 


АМ WILL NEVER FIND IT 



















РАЧИ 


YOUR SKILL AT UNARMED COMBAT WON'T 
HELP YOU THIS TIME, BOY. WE WANT THAT 
CRYSTAL OF YOURS . . , AND WE MEAN ТО 





RESCUES, EITHER. ON MARKHETT 54 
EVERYONE 15 TOO BUSY GOING ABOUT 
THEIR OWN BUSINESS TO BOTHER MUCH 
A ABOUT BACK-STREET TRANSACTIONS LIKE 
? THIS, 




















ARAN THREW THE MEDALLION WON A PASSING 
a a= 


THAT OUGHT TO PUT THEM 
OFF MY TRAIL FOR A WHILE. 
































I DON'T WANT TO DO THIS, BUT ו‎ HAVEN'T 
ANY CHOICE. THOSE SOLDIERS WONT 
2 STAY FOOLED FOR LONG. 





NOW THAT MY ARGUMENT IS MORE 
PERSUASIVE . . . GET ME OFFWORLD: 


























QUICKLY, THEY EXCHANGED STORIES. 


-. SO RATHER THAN JOIN THAT FOOLISH SUICIDE 
ÅTTACK ON DALTAIR WE DECIDED TO MOVE AWAY 
FROM THE GALACTIC CENTRE . . . FIND A WORLD 
WHERE WE COULD SETTLE AND BUILD NEW 








THAT'S WHY WE NEEDED ANOTHER SHIP, 
OUR OWN 15 TOO EASILY RECOGNISABLE 
BY NOW. IT JUST HAPPENED THAT YOURS. 


А 


WELL, I’M GLAD TO BE BACK AMONG FRIENDS 
AGAIN. LET'S PUT AS MANY PARSECS AS < 
POSSIBLE BETWEEN THIS SHIP AND MY UNCLE’: 








FOR MANY PARSECS THE CRAFT TRAVELLED THE SPACEWAYS UNTIL 


2 2 WE'RE SLOWING DOWN. Я 
2 NOU 25. = 


THE MAIN WARP DRIVE HAS GIVEN UP ON US. 
SHIPS LIKE THIS WERE NOT BUILT FOR SUCH LONG, 


I'LL GET THE SPACER AND SEE IF 
ANYTHING CAN BE DONE IN THE ENGINE ROOM. 








+++ FAULT IN THE WARP DRIVE. 
IF YOU LOCK ONTO MY SIGNAL 











++. YOU WILL BE ABLE ТО OVERHAUL 


ІІІ 





| mi | | JUPE — YOU'RE 
e || IK СОМТАСТМО РАТА.) 


TI TAI ЇЇ! 
































~ 
х 
لح‎ Ar 
1 u" > 
IT DOESN'T MATTER NOW — THEY'VE LOCKED HL 
ON TO THE TRANSMISSION, THEY'LL BE HERE 72 


22 SOON. 



































‚$ ATTENTION. THIS 


DALTAIRIAN SHIPS 
CLOSING 


























IT WAS A COMBINATION OF LUCK AND EXPERT PILOTING THAT BROUGHT THE SHIP 
DOWN IN ONE PIECE. / 





MOMENTS LATER 


THE OTHER SHIPS WILL BE LANDING 
SOON. WE'LL HAVE A BETTER СНАМСЕ OF 
DEFENDING OURSELVES FROM THOSE 
RUINS OVER THERE. 




















1 WONDER WHAT HAPPENED ДЖ 
TO THE INHABITANTS? J 











INCREDIBLE . . . IT LOOKS AS IF THE WHOLE ) (BUT WHAT COULD THEY BE WAITING FOR? 
POPULATION HAS BEEN PUT INTO THERE CAN BE NO HOPE FOR REVIVAL 
SUSPENDED ANIMATION: ON A WORLD AS DEAD AS THIS... 














A CRYO-UNIT OPENED. THE HANDGUN'S POWER CELLS WERE DRAINED, AND CIRCUITS 
LONG-UNUSED BEGAN TO HUM WITH LIFE. THEN HESITANTLY THE INHABITANT BEGAN! 


GREETINGS, OFF WORLDERS 
++. ITIS MY DUTY ТО 
WELCOME YOU HERE , . . FOR 
UNTOLD CENTURIES WE HAVE 














2 = / THIS WAS ONCE A BEAUTIFUL THRIVING 

2 ЖА WORLD, BUT WHEN OUR SUN BEGAN TO. | 
. COOL, MOST OF THE POPULATION LEFT Д 

TO SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE GALAXY. Å 

። THE ONLY SOURCE OF POWER DISAPPEARED 

SLOWLY 
f › 
= 07 
р Қ 
~ а 
ל‎ / 
/ 








š u 8 
TA WITH YOU THE MEANS TO END OUR 4 








YM SORRY TO DISAPPOINT YOU, 
FRIEND. BUT OUR ARRIVAL ON THIS 
PLANET WAS AN ACCIDENT . . . АМО 
OUR CHANCES OF HELPING YOU 
LOOK VERY SLIM INDEED. 


PERHAPS A NECTRON 
BEAMER, OR A CRYSTAL 





GROUND TROOPS WERE DEPLOYED — 


ONE CHANCE 


BUT 
CRYSTAL MAY = ABLE TO РОЈ 








THEY MANAGED TO REACH THE HUGE BUILDING , 
THAT HOUSED THE NEUTRALISER 一 ! 


JU MUST HURRY — KHAN HAS 3 
ALMOST BROKEN THROUGH. em 














BUT OUR WEAPONS 
= ОО NOT WORK. 


YOU HAVE USED THE STARSTONE AGAINST ME! 
FOOLS — MY SCEPTRE WORKS ANYWHERE IN ДТ 
THE VICINITY OF THE STARSTONE 
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KHAN HAD VIRTUALLY DESTROYED DALTAIR. SO ARAN AND HIS PEOPLE MOVED TO THE ቼ 
ELDERLY MAN'S PLANET 


NOW THAT WE HAVE A POWER 
SOURCE, THIS PLANET WILL BE ს 2 
RETURNED TO ITS FORMER POSITION) / AND WE SHALL SHARE THE FUTURE! 
ST AS A PEACEFUL WORLD WITH A INCIDENTALLY, WHAT IS THE NAME 

CONTENTED PEOPLE. 

















PERHAPS WE SHOULD SEEK A NEW 
МАМЕ. . . THE OLD ONE IS EARTH. 


DALTAIR WAS NO MORE BUT THEIR PEOPLE RETURNED 
TO THE LAND OF THEIR FOREFATHERS TO RESTORE THIS ONCE GREAT PLANET 
TWO PEOPLES WITH COMMON ANCESTRY JOINED IN PEACE TO GROW STRONG. 
Printed and Published in Great Britain by D.C. THOMSON 8 CO., LTD., 
185 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HS, © D.C. THOMSON 8 CO., LTD., 1984 


















































